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FLOOR SCHEDULE FOR FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2014
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9:00 a.m.: Legislative
Business 10:30 - 11:00 a.m. 11:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Five “One Minutes”

H.R. 899 - Unfunded Mandates Information and Transparency Act (Rep. Foxx — Oversight
and Government Reform/Budget/Rules/Judiciary) (One Hour of Debate). This bill amends the
Congressional Budget Act and the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act (UMRA) to give the private sector
advantage over the public as it relates to federal mandates that protect public health, safety, and the
environment.

The bill would make several significant changes to UMRA. It eliminates the current reporting exemption
held by independent regulatory agencies, like the Securities and Exchange Commission and the
Consumer Product Safety Commission. It would also require federal agencies to consult with private
corporations (but not their stakeholders or the public) before proposing any new rules—giving
corporations an unfair advantage and stripping the public of its voice in the rulemaking process.

The bill would also amend the Congressional Budget Act, requiring the Congressional Budget Office
(CBO), at the request of a committee Chairman or Ranking Member, to conduct analyses into the
direct cost of promulgated rules on state, local, and tribal governments—also including forgone
business profits as a “direct cost.” It would further subject rules that would increase the direct cost of
private sector mandates to points of order beyond limits established by UMRA.

The Rule makes in order 3 amendments, debatable for 10 minutes, equally divided between the offeror
and an opponent. The amendments are:

Cummings Amendment. Strikes section 5 of the bill. Section 5 would eliminate the current
reporting exemption from the Unfunded Mandate Reform Act for certain independent agencies.
Striking the section would retain the exemption.

Connolly Amendment. Ensures that other impacted entities, such as public interest
organizations, are provided the same opportunity for consultation afforded to the private sector
under the Act.

Jackson-Lee Amendment. Adds a new section to the bill to clarify that the requirements of UMRA
as amended by this Act do not apply if a cost-benefit analysis demonstrates that the benefits of the
regulatory action exceed its costs.

Bill Text for H.R. 899:
PDF Version

Background for H.R. 899:
CRS Report: Unfunded Mandates Reform Act: History, Impact, and Issues

The Daily Quote

“Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) on Thursday defended the House GOP’s go-slow approach on
immigration, tax reform and replacing ObamaCare, saying the party wanted to avoid repeating
mistakes Democrats made and had to face the ‘reality’ of its limited power in Washington. The
Speaker began his weekly Capitol press conference by attacking President Obama for intending to
‘pack it in for the year’ and said Republicans would, by contrast, demonstrate leadership by
presenting an alternative vision to the country. But when pressed on whether the House would
actually hold votes on major legislation in 2014, the Speaker quickly backed away, and wouldn’t
commit to anything more than continued ‘conversations’ in the coming month.”

- The Hill, 2/27/2014



http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d113:HR899:/
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-113hr899rh/pdf/BILLS-113hr899rh.pdf
http://crs.gov/pages/Reports.aspx?PRODCODE=R40957&Source=onthefloor

